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COMMENCEMENT AND PARENT'S DAV. Commencement and Parent's 
Day on May 19 crowns a busy schedule of activities for the school year. 
The new Naval ROTC will be formally commissioned at this time. Many 
parents and guardians are expected to be present for the excercise at 11:00 
A. M. in the Health and Physical Education Building when the Honorable 
Charles F. Baird, Under Secretary of the Navy, will be the featured speaker. 
ALUMNI DAY. Plans for Aumni Day, Saturday, May 18 are in the hands 
of Mr. Robert V. Cole and a capable alumni committee. . Mr. Cole, who 
is on the instructional staff of the School of Home Economics, is taking 
time from his full teaching load, committee work, and research schedule 
to help the alumni organize activities for this eventful occasion. Prairie 
View A and M College hopes that this will be a great day and that many 
alumni will come back to the campus. The day will feature the annual 
business meeting, recognition of individuals and alumni groups, 
the presentation of the president's report, remarks by university officials, 
and class reunions. Special attention will be focused on the progress of 
the college and the role which the alumni are playing in its development. 
IMPROVEMENTS AT PRAIRIE VIEW. Improvements at Prairie View A and M 
College may not make the headlines, but they are significant. They include 
the new residential college, new admissions standards, a multi-million dollar 
construction program, staff and faculty development, a new Naval ROTC unit, 
student enrichment activities, and a host of changes lobking to dynamic growth 
in the years ahead. 
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THE RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE. Prairie-View A and M College is providing 
opportunities in higher education for its students through its new philos.ophy 
based on the "residential college" concept. The residential college approach 
means that Prairie View College will surround .her collegians with a total 
educational effort in a living-learning environment. In building the new 
Prairie View for our sons and daughters we will provide a fir.st rate education 
which concentrates on the student, not the curriculum. Through the residential 
college we are focusing all our resources to develop the greatest number of 
influences which will act to develop each student in the fullest manner. 
At Prairie View, we want each college experience to become a challenge, 
an opportunity for intellectual and social growth, both inside and outside the 
classroom. The dormitory stops being a place just to sleep and turns into a 
living-learning situation for young scholars. The dining hall ceases to be just 
a place to eat. It, too, is part of the living-study process. The classroom? 
A staid, formal lecture hall? No, but a forum for the exchange of fresh ideas, 
where young mind meets mature mind and where both are stimulated to create 
new knowledge. Finally, the residential college embraces all races, providing 
a laboratory for the development of leadership for tomorrow's world. 
Expensive? Ves, this kind of individualized, student-centered education 
is costly. But Prairie View can spare no effort to bring everything to the 
highest standards! It has to provide a high quality education to equip our 
young people to come to grips with the problems of our rapidly changing world. 
MAJOR BUILDING PROGRAM PROJECTED FOR PRAIRIE VIEW. Under the 
dynamic leadership of President A. I. Thomas, the college has entered a 
major building program for the campus. The multi-million dollar program 
was recently approved by the Board of Directors and includes: 
A new dining hall to accommodate 5,000 students. Student committees, 
faculty groups, and the architect have already begun planning. This unit 
will be constructed through bonds retired by student fees. 
New parking areas. Contracts are already underway to complete parking 
areas in the front and on the side of all public buildings On Farm Road 1098 
and Loop 1098. 
New utilities study. A major study to determine needs for electric, steam, 
water, sewer, and air conditioning is underway. The study will determine 
exactly what needs to be constructed in order to meet immediatfe and future 
needs. 
New residence halls. Authorization has been given for two new, air conditioned 
dormitories. It is proposed that they include 1500 new units: 750 for men and 
750 for women. These units will be constructed through bonds retired by 
student fees. 
New classrooms and learning resource center. These facilities will include 
the latest classroom appointments, and a special area (learning resource 
center) for individual study by students. 
New laundry building. This building will include the latest equipment and a 
space for modern laundry work and dry cleaning. 
The W.—EL—Banks Library. Erected in honor of a former president, and 
built to house holdings of 160,000 volumes and study space for 500 students, 
he . B. Banks Library has become overcrowded and is being expanded 
and air conditioned. These beautiful and convenient remodeled facilities 
will provide an ideal setting for serious study and research. 
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GENERAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
ACTIVITIES 
SATURDAY, MAY 18, 1968 
9:00AM — Executive Meeting 
10:00AM — Necrology Service 
10:30 AM — General Session 
12:00N — Luncheon 
Speaker: Dr. A. I. Thomas 
President 
2:00PM — Dedication of ALUMNI HOUSE 
3:00PM — Tour of New Facilities 
Alumni News 
THE PRAIRIE VIEW ALUMNI AND EX-STUDENTS ASSOCIATION. A 
potential giant in financial assistance and influence to her Alma Mater, 
the Alumni Association is taking a lively interest in the progress of the 
college. More and more alumni of all institutions of higher learning are 
being called upon to provide tangible support for the schools from which 
they graduated. 
The Alumni is at the crossroads of change. Dr. E. W. Owens, who 
has served faithfully and well as Executive Secretary of the Prairie View 
Alumni Association for the past four years, has returned to full time 
teaching and research. He has done this at the request of his immediate 
supervisor in the School of Agriculture. This leaves the Association 
temporarily without the services of an active executive officer. 
In order to assist the Alumni Association become properly struc­
tured and staffed, President A. I. Thomas has said that the college is 
willing to use its influence in seeking funds. Financial assistance is needed 
to support a full time Executive Secretary and clerical assistants, and 
to provide office supplies, communications, and travel expenses. Money 
also is needed to provide a completely equipped cottage to serve as tem­
porary quarters for an Alumni House. 
The President's proposal was made to the recently organized Liaison 
Committee through its chairman, Robert V. Cole, who also is president 
of the Prairie View Local Alumni Club. This proposal was made in the 
presence of some members of the Board of Directors and executive officers, 
but it is generally known to all of the officers. In the meantime, Dr. Thomas 
has indicated he will await a decision of the Board of Directors and be gov­
erned by it. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF A STRONG ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. President A. I. 
Thomas says that a major project of his administration is the development of 
an extremely strong Alumni Association. A conservative extimate of the 
alumni and ex—students of Prairie View A and M College is 45,000. Approx­
imately 10,000 of those have received the bachelor's degree. Thirty-five 
alumni clubs, including nine outside the state of Texas, are active on behalf 
of the college. Some of them raise funds for scholarships and for other needs 
of the college. In the near future the college hopes to announce the employment 
of a full time professional staff to direct and expand the alumni program. 
In the meantime, the college has made available and is remodeling a new head­
quarters for the Alumni Association. This will be conveniently located on 
the east side of the campus. 
Prairie View is proud of its alumni. One distinguished alumnus has 
been named to the National Merit Scholarship Board. He is Mr. Hobart 
Taylor, Jr. , a director of the Export-Import Bank of Washington. 
Many clergymen are alumni of Prairie View. Some of them were present 
for the Ninth Annual Minister's Conference whose theme was "The Role 
of the Church in a Changing Society." Ministers from all sections of the state 
came to hear nationally known religious leaders. 
THE PRAIRIE VIEW DEVELOPMENT FUND. With all that has been happening, 
you see why Prairie View A and M College has had to embark upon a major 
development program. Former students and friends are shouldering a cam­
paign to become partners in progress for Prairie View. Contributions to the 
Prairie View Development Fund will be used to expand and improve the bold 
new educational objectives of the college. 
What can you do? It's simple. First, study and try to understand the 
role of the new Prairie View A and M College; second, actively publicize 
and promote the new Prairie View; and last, support the Prairie View Devel­
opment Fund, Send in your contribution today. 
To help you make a decision, a gift selection chart is provided below. 
We hope you will consider all of your commitments and then join the highest 
level group you can. 
[ ] The Patron's Club Up to $ 25 [ ] The Panther Club. . . .$ 250 to $500 
[ ] The Sponsor's Club. .$ 25 to $100 [ ] The Founder's Club. .$ 500 to $1000 
[ ] The Century Club. .. .$100 to $250 [ ] The President's Club.$1000 to $5000 
[ ] The Developer's Club—$5000—Above 
Please make your tax deductable check or securities payable to the Prairie 
View Development Fund. 
Those benefactors who join during the Chapter Membership campaign will 
receive from the college a token of its appreciation. Whatever you give will 
be gratefully received and invested in leadership for the future. 
PRAIRIE VIEW A AND M COLLEGE LOOKS TO ITS CENTENNIAL. Do you 
want to know how old Prairie View is? March11 was Founders Day at the 
College. Prairie View accepted its first students on March 11 ,1878. The 
College was actually established in 1876 by the Texas Legislature. In eight 
more years we will be celebrating our centennial. 
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Comprehensive master plan of the campus. A much needed master plan to 
determine how the campus will look 20 years from now is on the drawing 
board. Included will be the location of all new buildings. 
This new building program will take care of most of the immediate needs of the 
college. From the study of program requirements to the completion,construc­
tion will take from two or three years. All buildings that will provide for 
student personal needs will be financed through student fees. The State of 
Texas does not provide funds for construction of buildings such as the dining 
hall, laundry, or dormitories. 
A COMPREHENSIVE SELF-STUDY AND FACULTY IMPROVEMENT. 
Administrators, officials, faculty, and students are in the middle of a com­
prehensive self-study project. Regarded as one of the most important efforts 
the institution has ever made, the self-study is a requirement of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. The evaluation provides an 
opportunity to set standards at Prairie View for the next ten years. 
President Thomas said that Prairie View A and M College has a strong 
foundation on which to base its unique residential college and the educational 
opportunities it offers. A member of the National Association of State Univei— 
sities and Land—Grant Colleges, Prairie View's growth is outpacing many 
other similar institutions. 
Faculty development is a major emphasis of President Thomas' admin­
istration. Prairie View has on its faculty a significant number of professors 
who have won national fellowships, and who have been exposed to careers in 
government, industry, and social service. A growing number of faculty 
members have Ph. D. 's, and staff members of the College are encouraged 
to participate in advanced study, refresher courses, and other professional 
activities. 
ADMISSION OF NEW STUDENTS. Prairie View moves toward higher academic 
standards. Each year more and more students are seeking admission to Prairie 
View A and M College. The 1967-1968 school year opened with the largest 
enrollment in the history of the college when nearly 4000 students, coming from 
27 different states and three foreign countries, signed up for courses. Prairie 
View no longer can admit all the students who apply. Entrance requirements 
are becoming more stringent, favoring those students who are intensely interested 
in the library, the laboratory, and the study hall. It is anticipated that the 
college will be able to accept only approximately fifty percent of those who apply 
for the 1968 fall semester. Those students who are accepted will find at 
Prairie View a strict enforcement of the academic probation policies. Only 
those students who attend classes and work for scholarly achievement will be 
continued at the college. When they take full advantage of the opportunity to 
study, however, students enjoy an academically sound education and an enriching 
program of personal and social development. 
GIFTS, GRANTS. AND OTHER TRIBUTES TO THE COLLEGE. The United 
States Navy has selected our school to establish a Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Unit. It will begin instruction in June with a Naval Science Institute. 
This is the first time the Navy has established such a unit at a predominantly 
Negro college, and Prairie View A and M was chosen, being selected above 
130 other colleges. This is the first such unit established in the United States 
within the past twenty years. 
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A million dollar grant from the U. S. Department of a Labor enables the 
college to offer manpower training in nine industrial and technical areas. 
Participants in the program will not receive college credit, but will be job 
conditioned for the world of work. 
The U. S. Office of Education has allotted more than $200,000 in special 
funds to assist students who are in financial need. These educational oppoi— 
tunity grants will range from $200 to $800 for the school year. Prairie 
View also has received another $240,000 for a work study program, and 
$126,056 for an Upward Bound Project. 
The Federal Land Bank has cited Prairie View A and M College for its 
special contributions to agriculture. A medallion, authorized by Congress 
and struck by the U. S. Mint, was presented to the President in an impressive 
ceremony. 
NEW OFFICE OF CAREER PLANNING AND COLLEGE PLACEMENT ESTAB-
LISHED. The Office of Career Planning and College Placement is the 
recipient of a grant from the College Placement Services, Inc. to equip and 
furnish new facilities. Located in the Memorial Student Center, the office 
is under the direction of Mr. C. D. Yancy. 
The purpose of the Office is to assist students in development of career 
plans; to provide occupational information, counseling and guidance; to advise 
in matters of college admissions, curriculum and college development; to 
provide a placement service of students and alumni; to market the Prairie 
View products in the most favorable occupational areas; and to maintain a 
virile public relations and college relations program in the area of career 
planning and placement services and to carry out all other functions consis­
tent with excellence in the development of a Career Planning and College 
Placement Center. 
Whitney Young, Executive Director of the National Urban League, put 
the forces of his organization behind a career conference held here. Mr. 
Young said, "Career opportunities are changing and we must let the students 
know where and in what fields the changes are taking place." The program 
was funded by the Ford Foundation. 
Prairie View A and M College students increasingly are being recruited 
for business and industry, science, technology, management, and human 
services. In the past a majority of our graduates have become teachers. 
The trend is changing as more that 300 recruiters from big* corporations 
and government visit our campus and bid for our talent. 
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